
Programme of Study:  Ollie and Annie Discover ‘The Bagpipes’ 
 

Age Group: KS1 & 2 

Activity: The Bagpipes 
 

Duration: 25mins 

Curriculum Area & Skills:  The World Around Us, The Arts, Music, Personal Development & Mutual Understanding, Language & Literacy, 
Managing Information 

Progression of Learning and Teaching: 
Key Teaching Points 

Key Learning & Teaching 
Strategies 

Introduction: 
- This activity is a follow on from the What is Culture Video.  

 
- The bagpipes are a very popular musical instrument in Northern Ireland and also across the 

world. The bagpipes are associated with Ulster Scots Culture.  
 

- The video, will show where the bagpipes come from, bagpipes around the world, how the 
bagpipes work, and bagpipes in Northern Ireland.  

 
The lesson should begin by playing the video. The character in the video will ask questions to the pupils. 
The teacher should pause the videos at this point and get as many answers from pupils as possible.   
 

Key Vocabulary:  
Bagpipes 
Musical Instrument 
Scotland 
Kilt 
Reeds 
Key Questions: 

- Have you seen bagpipes 
before? 

- Does anyone in your family 
play bagpipes? 

- What is your culture?  
 
 
 

Activities & Experiences: 
- Interactive Video 
- Creating Bagpipe Sounds 
- Create Bagpipes (Arts & Craft Activity) 
- Name the parts & colour worksheet 
- Bagpipes Uniform Worksheet 

Resources: 
- Bagpipe Video 
- Worksheets 
- Arts & Crafts Materials 

(balloons, Straws, or Plastic 
Gloves) 



 

Success Criteria: 
- Pupils can correctly label the parts of the bagpipes 
- Pupils can create an art piece that looks similar to bagpipes 
- Pupils can listen and recognise bagpipe music  

Assessment Method: 
Observation 
Summative 
Reiterate 

Evaluation / Next Steps: 
- Teachers can show other videos, such as Edinburgh Tattoo, Pipe Band Championships to show pupils pipe bands in action. 
- Other topics which the bagpipes can link into are: History – WW1, Robbie Burns – Poetry,  
- Teachers can also explore further into tartans and get pupils to research their family tartan or create their own tartan.  

 
Link to making bagpipes with Rubber Glove and Cardboard tubing:-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1myNk6RiHzw 
 


